Pelvic actinomycosis: a review and preliminary look at prevalence.
A review of the literature on pelvic actinomycosis reveals that actinomycetes normally reside in the female genital tract. Therefore the identification of actinomycetes in the vagina or cervix by any laboratory technique, including Papanicolaou smears with specific immunofluorescence or culture, is not diagnostic of any disease and is not predictive of any disease. The evidence strongly suggests that removal of the intrauterine contraceptive device of a patient with a positive culture is not necessary and that, in the absence of evidence for pelvic infection, antibiotics are not required. Pelvic actinomycosis is a rare disease whose pathogenesis is poorly understood.